
Thesis 

 

The purpose of my dissertation is to develop a theoretical and practical curriculum 

that could serve as a base knowledge in the art of theater make-up and mask for the 

students of the University of Theater and Film Arts.  

For the past two decades I have been working in film and theater costume design, as 

well as make-up art and mask making. Apart from this I have had the chance to teach 

make-up and mask courses on an as-needed basis for the students of the University of 

Theater and Film Arts. I feel that I have been successful in passing on my knowledge; 

the courses were useful and were a great experience for me as well. In the future I 

would like to continue to lead these courses and I am hoping that theater make-up and 

mask can become part of the University’s curriculum. In my opinion there is a need 

for actors, directors, and dramaturgists to have a basic knowledge in the field of 

make-up and mask, since this area has played an important role in theater since the 

beginning.  

My dissertation is made up of two parts. Following the Introduction I present in detail 

the work that has been put into Shockheaded Peter (Jógyerek Képeskönyve), a play at 

the István Örkeny Theater. I was the costume and mask designer for this piece. The 

goal in documenting my work was to be able to use it for educational purposes as 

well. In my opinion it is important for students to be able to follow with concrete 

examples the process of theater make-up and mask from the first plans to the first 

performance.  

In the second part of the dissertation I introduce the curriculum. I take a look at the 

history of make-up and mask through different ages and cultures from the point of 

view of tribal to theater. These picture-illustrated chapters build up the introductory 

part of the classes. The theoretical overview is then followed by an outline of the 

practical part of the course. Each practical class in written down in the chapters of my 

dissertation, which could also help students who’ve learned the practical skills with 

detailed descriptions they can then use for their own work.  

An important part of my dissertation is also a detailed collection of pictures, which I 

am attaching in a CD for the University’s library.  

 

I am hoping that in the future my dissertation could be of use for the courses I teach at 

the University. 


